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Please cancel claims 2-3 and amend claim 1 as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for modifying the surface of an article, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) depositing at least a polyelectrolytic tie layer onto the surface of said article, wherein said 
polyelectrolytic tie layer is composed of (i) one layer of a first polyionic material which is not 
covalently attached to the surface of the article or (ii) at least one layer of the first polyionic material 
which is not covalently attached to the surface of the article and at least one layer of a second 
polyionic material having charges opposite of the charges of the first polyionic material, wherein 
said first and second polyionic materials have functional groups which provide reactive sites; and 

b) grafting covalently linking a layer of an active agent to said reactive sites , wherein the 
active agent is an anti-microbial agent a polymeric initiator, a polymer, or a hvdrophilic polymer, 
provided each of the polymer and hvdrophilic polymer is different from any one of the first polyionic 
material and the second polyionic material . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein in the step of depositing two 
or more polyelectrolytic tie layers are successively deposited onto said article surface. 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein in the step of 
depositing one polyelectrolytic tie layer is deposited onto said article surface. 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said polyelectrolytic tie 
layer is deposited onto said article surface by contacting said article with one or more 
polyionic material solutions. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein said layer is deposited by 
dipping said article into a first solution comprising the first polyionic material having positive or 
negative charges, removing said article from said first solution, dipping said article into a second 
solution comprising the second polyionic material having charges that are opposite of the charges 
of the first polyionic material, and removing said article from said second solution. 

8. (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein said polyelectrolytic tie layer is 
deposited onto said article surface by dipping said article into a solution comprising the first 
polyionic material and the second polyionic material and then removing said article from said 
solution. 

9. (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein said contacting occurs 
by spraying a solution onto the medical device. 

10. (previously presented) The method of claim 9 wherein said polyelectrolytic tie layer is 
deposited by spraying said article with a first solution comprising the first polyionic material having 
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positive or negative charges and then spraying said article with a second solution comprising the 
second polyionic material having charges opposite of the charges of the first polyionic material. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 9 wherein said polyelectrolytic tie layer is 
deposited onto said article surface by spraying said article with a solution comprising the first 
polyionic material and the second polyionic material. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said article is a biomedical device. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said biomedical device is a contact lens. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said polyelectrolytic tie layer is deposited 
onto said article surface by spin-coating said article. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said polyelectrolytic tie layer is deposited 
onto said article surface by chemisorption. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said polyelectrolytic tie layer is deposited 
onto said article surface by vapor deposition. 

17. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said polyelectrolytic tie layer 
is deposited onto the surface of said article by: (1) spraying said article with a first solution 
comprising the first polyionic material and then dipping said article into a second solution 
comprising the second polyionic material having charges opposite of the charges of the first 
polyionic material; or (2) dipping said article into the first solution comprising the first polyionic 
material and then spraying said article with the second solution comprising the second polyionic 
material having charges opposite of the charges of the first polyionic material. 
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Should the Examiner believe that a discussion with Applicants' representative would further 
the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the undersigned. 
Please address all correspondence to Robert Gorman, CIBA Vision, Patent Department, 11460 
Johns Creek Parkway, Duluth, GA 30097. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
other fees which may be required under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 and 1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2965. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jian S. Zhou// 
Reg. No. 41,422 
(678)415-4691 
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